AGENT	4
pleted on the day preceding the anniversary
of a person's birth.
The term is also used to designate the suc-
cessive epochs or stages of civilization in his-
tory or mythology.
The principal periods of prehistory are
the New and Old Stone Ages, the Copper
and Stone Age, the Bronze Age, and the
Iron Age, so named according to the ma-
terials used for weapons and implements.
See archaeology; bronze age; ikon age;
stone age,
AGENT, in law, a person employed to act
for another, called the principal, the rela-
tion between them being called agency. With
reference to the authority conferred upon
him, an agent may be general or special, the
latter having authority to act for his princi-
pal only in a special business. No particu-
lar form of appointment is required, except
in a few special cases; for instance, an in-
strument under seal is necessary to confer
authority to do an act in the name of the
principal under seal. Such an instrument,
and the authority conferred by it, is called
power of attorney. The agent may bind his
principal by acts within the scope of his
authority. He is personally liable to third
persons on contracts made as the agent, when
he does not disclose the principal for whom
he is acting, but not otherwise, unless he ex-
ceed his authority.
Public agents are not usually themselves
liable upon contracts made in their official
capacity. The principal is generally liable
to third persons for civil offenses committed
by the agent when acting within the scope of
his agency; but this does not relieve the
agent of personal liability himself. As
against the principal, an agent is entitled to
compensation for his services and reimburse-
ment for the expenses of his agency, and for
personal loss or damage in properly trans-
acting the business thereof. As a means of
enforcing these rights, the law gives him a
lien upon the property of the principal in
his hands. See contract; lien.
AGE OF MAN, or HUMAN PEBIOD,
that period in the history of the earth in
which man had his origin and development.
Representatives of the highest order of mam-
mals, the primates^ appeared in the Miocene
Period (see gkou>gt), and man himself,
t&e highest of the mammal group, made his
appearance at some point of time "between
i&at period and the present The exact time
 I	AGOUTI
of man's origin has not yet been determined,
but there is ground for belief that he existed
in the eastern hemisphere as early as the
Glacial Period (which see). The recorded
history of mankind does not go back much
farther than 5000 b. o., but the human race
is much older than indicated by this date.
The divisions of the prehistoric age are de-
scribed under the headings bronze age;
ikon age; stone age.
AGrlNCOUET, or AZINCOUET, ah zhan
koo/y a village of Northern France, in the
department Pas de Calais, famous for a
battle in 1415, fought during the hundred
Years' War. Here Henry V of England,
with a force of 15,000 archers, overcame the
French, who numbered about 60,000.
AGNOSTICISM, agnos'tisizm, the doc-
trine that the existence of a personal God or
an unseen world can neither be proved nor
disproved. The term is derived from a
Greek word meaning unknowable. An ag-
nostic is one who says, "I do not know;
therefore I cannot believe." Those holding
this doctrine also maintain that one cannot
prove his own existence. Agnosticism is
founded on the inability of the human mind
to arrive at absolute knowledge and belief
and the failure of scientific investigation to
discover the first causes for the phenomena
of nature. An ancient form of agnosticism
is found in the doctrine of a school of phil-
osophers known as the Sophists.
AG'NUS DE'I, a term meaning "Lamb of
God," applied to Christ in John I, 29. In
the Catholic liturgy the words are applied
to a prayer beginning with "Agnus Dei,"
generally sung before the communion. The
term is also commonly given to a medal, or
more frequently a cake of wax, consecrated
by the pope and stamped with the figure of
a lamb supporting the banner of the cross.
These medals are distributed to the faithful
the first Sunday after Easter. In the Greek
Church, Agnus Dei is a cloth bearing an im-
age of a lamb. It is used to cover the cup
in the communion service.
AGOUTI, agoo'te, the name of several
rodents, forming a family by themselves.
There axe eight or nine species, all belonging
to South America and the West Indies. The
common agouti, or yellow-rumped cavy, is of
the size of a rabbit. It burrows in the
ground or in hollow trees, and lives on vege-
tables. It grunts like a pig, and is as
greedy, so that where it is common it does

